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 Appellant Shiraz M. Shivji challenged the superior court’s refusal to award him 

costs under Code of Civil Procedure section 998 when the court confirmed an arbitration 

award after an arbitration of a dispute between Shivji and respondent Alan Heimlich.  

This court originally reversed the superior court’s decision, but the California Supreme 

Court granted review and reversed this court’s decision.  (Heimlich v. Shivji (2019) 7 

Cal.5th 350.)  The California Supreme Court held that the allocation of costs was an issue 

for the arbitrator.  (Id. at pp. 357-359.)  Since Shivji had failed to show any of the 

“closely circumscribed” statutorily limited bases for correcting or vacating the 

arbitrator’s error in failing to award Shivji costs, the superior court lacked the power to 

award Shivji costs.  (Id. at p. 367.)  “[O]rdinary errors in ruling on costs are not subject to 

correction, nor do they serve as a basis for vacating an award.”  (Ibid.)  The California 

Supreme Court directed this court to affirm the superior court’s order confirming the 
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arbitration award and denying Shivji costs.  We now do so.  The superior court’s order is 

affirmed. 
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      _______________________________ 

      Mihara, J. 

 

 

 

WE CONCUR: 
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Elia, Acting P. J. 
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Grover, J. 
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